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REMONS TRANCE 


TO THE 


GODLY PARTY. 


Two maine Quzries, Which ſtand 


much uletull for theſe our times. 


The One is anent that, which madethis wofol: Diaphragm 
or Diſſepimentam, this Diviſion twixi KI N G, State and 
Church; And this is Epiſcopacy 


The Other 1s anent that, which bath ſo pittifully rent otr 
Church in her ſelf, & ſo ſtands maceries, partes intergerinus, or 


intergerivus, The partition-Walltwixi our PROTES TERSLthe 
GODLY PARTY, (as they are pleaſed out of a more then a 
Phariſaicall priac ſuperciliouſly ro arrogate this title cotheme 
ſelves) and the eAſemb/ly. men, So that it is turned queſtio- 
nable wich not a few with us coday, which of theſe twocon- 
traty Fattions we ſhould acknowledge for our tive Repreſen- 
rative Church, both theſe acclaiming is jure, this Title to thes 


ſelves. 


AND his is, If our (ommiſion of Charch did rightly deter- 
cnine anent the receiving in, intothe boſume of their Army 
of Nuncepative Malignants, in ſuch a nick of time & exigence 
of fairer, or pronuunced therein claveerrante. Numer, If 


that Engagement (tocd lawfull with che One,or unlawfull with 
the Other : 


AND 
A VINDICATION of Both, 
By eA7 DREW LOGIE ſomtirne eArcb- Deane of Aberdent; 


Penned Þy the Author, Anny 1654, And printed 1661. 
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OF Epilcopacy. 


P=2Z- He Firſt ere ſhall be this, If Epiſcepacy, The Or 
XZ 15. DER it felt may be juſtly outted, becauſe that the 
ISS Name or Title wherby the men in the order entitled 
or defigned, viz. Epiſcops, which is rendred in our 
ordinary language B:ſhop, doeth ſeeme to our Diſciplinarians, 


forſooth, ſapere faſtum-, to ſayour of pride and arrogancy. 
Ood LORD ! What preſemptuousand bold, 


"Ke 


of 


' Avnſwere. '© 
| as unwarrantable ignorance is this, from off 


of the Name, from whence men in a CALL 1nG receive their 
denomination, to raiſe grounds Or reaſons toinfirme and wea= 
ken a CALL1iNG? Is not this Lxdere in vocibre, rather then 
ſerio agere, nay, impie lndere inre tam ſeria? Putto the Point., 
This their Aleadgeance is falſe : forthis is a T1TLK oners po= 
tins, quam Honors, of a burden rather, then of honour. Doth 
notthis very NaMs Epiſcop or Overſeer, import and deſipne 
Caram et ſolicitudinem, Which requires nolittle vigilancy and 
carefulnetle? And ſo as Honos , or Honour is: conferred: to 
them, ſoan eywzor burden is. impoſed on them, and thus it is 
incumbent on-them;. as :preeſſe; ſo prodeſſe, lince. dignity and 
duty go together. This very Name of GODS own impotition, 
is like a ſemento, or as the woyce of 4 Cryer, to ſound gue 
wholſome admonitions and inſtruRtions on both ſides ; forto 
them, Avrem velit :er.admener, it pullech them by 

'q 
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admaniſheth them: gf the beayy burden impoſed on theim,and 


weyghty cbatge entruſted them; That they ſo qyerlee, as men 
who mutt one day reddere. ratieners villicationss ſues give: rene 
der and make an accomptof cheirinſpeQon and oyerfight- 
And on the-ather hand; IT-bears;on thems who.are EOomitted 
cotheir.inſpeRion and-overſight; the retyrne gf # cecipxocall 
duty of acknowledgement, ſabjeZieg and [abwiſiey, Bur 1 cantot 
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> Vindication of Epiſcopacy, 


ſuficiecly wonder, That men of Learning ould, yea or conld 
have (tumbled atthis, thongh the Name whereby they are 
deligned ſhould import no ſlender Honour or Prerogative, ſe- 
. 1g chat, as if the Earth covld not ſufficiently furnith us 1:2les 
ot Honour to dignifie that Office or Calling, accordingly, wee 
find the Heavens ſought unto, to afford according Tirles, to 
lec forth the bigh & ſurpaſſing great dignity of that ſo emis. 
nent and honourable an Miniſtration, and ſo ennobled by the 
bleiled Tx1NtiTY, IT istobe wiſhed, as Gregory faieth well 
on that they are called Angeli Domini exercitun. Mal.2.7.mt di- 
gnitatem ſervarent in nomine, quam explent in aperatiene; yea, et E 
converſo, ut quam dignitatem obtinent in nomine, explerent in ope- 
ratione, Numero #t nomina rebus reſponderent ſuts, et res nom» 
by. If we ſhould be pleaſed ro prove idle, 8 ſeek out any lur- 
king Pride in vocables,we might arcefle their Preſbyters or El- 
ders, Seniores, of no leile arrogaxcy, & ſo call their divine and 
fo much cryed ap office of E derſhip in queſtion,which were a 
piacular fin : for doeth not the French word Seignenrs, as if ye 
thould ſay, Senienrs, flaw fromthat of Senisres nay, and Senate- 
res coo? butthisis but an idle Logowachy or vaine Conteſt a= 
bout words. Bur this ſhews forth co the full, as their hate and 
averſation of the matter or Office, ſo their beſt poore willing- 
neſſe, to beare ouetheir point, and.roote ont the Order. Ifchis 
were ſafe andſnre argutmenting, Why might we not nolefſe 
juſtly cry out again(t the dignity of Chriſtians under Cheiſts 
Kingdome, where we are ſaid in common to be made in Him 
Us Baoinuxtr wroarwud, into 2 Royall Prieſt-hood, wher 
every word ſerves to advance the ſarpaſſing grear dignity of 
our Condition under the Goſpel, above thatunder the Law. IT 
wanders tne not a lictle, How that theſe men, who bowed ths 
knee to [ndependency, and provedactive and inſtrumentall to 
bring in a Paritie in State, as in Church, gradged not, and exe 
cepted againit che afarped name of a Lord Preteftor, fince that 
the Prophet 1/ai. fore-prophecying of Chriſts Kingdom, If, 
32, fromche beginning, may juſtly ſeeme: to vindicate this 
Title rothat Man Chritt, Who is both GOD and Man, and 
fo can only prove «v hiding plare from the winds; « covert fro the 
-— EE. rempeſh, 


— = coo Wy cw” 2 _ — 


kk 


And the nick-named anlawfull Engagement. 3 
tewpeft., How is it that they fo deeply forgor themſelves, as 
ſhuning Charybds, they ſhould ſowillingly, as willfully caſt 
themſelves into Scylla, & eſclave themſelves to a farre higher 
and harder dependency : where their leaft finger proved bigger, 
then were their Fathers /oynes ? {ertes me thinks it no won- 
der, That men, who made it no ſcruple or conſcience, to caſt 
off their RULER, whom GOD had ſet over them, Their 
juſt Titular X / NG, though GOD Himſelf co dignify the 
Ofice of Kings, is pleaſed to impart to them, and c6municate 
with them His Name and Office, by an Eye dixi dy eftts, I have 
ſaid, yee are godv, Pſ. $2.6, That they bearing His /mage and 
Superſcription; 28 It were, might labour to be arſwerablero 
cheir Prototy pon, and {o ſtrive tobe ewuys «xo; liver 
ly Images of G O D, n ipſo judicandi munere, in their due ad- 
miniſtration of 7«ſtice; I ſay, can think it no wonder, That 
theſe who ſcrupled nor, or made tbe leaſt conſcience to make 
ſach an alteration in Sraze, ſhould not Rtand on this, ro baniſtkk 
all order in (arch: and ſo bring in confuſion in both. Traely 
theſe ſo grave and learned Divines and pious Reformer, arceſ- 
fing from the bare and naked Name, grounds and reaſons to 
infirme the Office, may not without juſt cauſe ſeeme to re- 
ſemble that Rhetorician, who could Afſirifice res exignas verbis 
amplificare, wonderfully amplifie ſmall matters wich bye 
words, whom Ageſilaus thought no more commendable for 
it,thenche Shoe-maker, who ſhould make greac ſhoes for littls 
feet. Thus you ſee, That this is no verdid? or true ſaying, but a 
falſe-dift or falſe-faying, that the name or appellation of Bi- 
ſhop favours of Pride & arrogancy. I pray you num wee 
Far@» que Beze perplacet appeliatio, caret omni ſuperciz 
lie, (tands rhis Compelation voide and free of all pride ? yea and 
wheras the Pope of Rome calls bimfelf ſervuns ſervorum; doth 
this impaire his pride, and not rather augment and increaſe bis 
deepe joe [s not this ſacred and venerable Title aſcribed 
co Chriſt Himſelf in ſcripture? Is not Hee called, The ſhep- 
berd and Biſhop of our ſoules > Nay, way we not upon the ſame 
ground, ##c4 liurd, expunge Apoſtleſhip: as that which is 
Wy AZ ftylled 
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F: | ftylled by the Holy Ghoſt Eprſcope or Brſboprick, thus FA, x. 
F- 20, whereas Matthias 18 (vffeaedin 7udas his roome, It is ſaid, 
Et Epiſcopatum ejus arcipias alter, And bis Biſhoprick let another 

take, Where, by the way, obſerve; That the word in the 0- 


r > a 4 Laid 4 of "Ws 
Orr men mgnr. 


the ſame, admitcing onely a diſparitie of degree inthe Order. 
Who leech nor,.except a Boyye- blind, That if we ſhall deny E- 
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- Now- to come more'presſly to the Point,; The ſecond 
O«zre ſhall bee this; If Epiſcopacy be Inſtitutions dominice, or | 
barely difÞoſitronss ecclefiaſtice, of Divine inſtitution, or of meer 
Eccleſiaiticall diſpoſition. 


The Apoſtle S. Paul having called che Elders of Epheſw to» 
gether to MILETUS, Hee exhorts them to take beed wnto thems- 
ſelves, and to all the flack, over the which the Holy Ghoſt had made 
them Overſeers, (Where the word in the originall 1s, Epiſcopos 
to feed the {arch of God, which Hee had purchaſed with 
His own Blond: Now I beleeve, That Prafettura Spiritzs San- 
i, cannot be denied ro ſtand Ordinatio, or [nftitutio Divina, a 
Divine Ordinance and [nſticution, If any ſhould except here, 
That this Name ſtands common to theſe our gregary Laik- 
Elders brought on our flage to day; There be two maine argue 
ments militating here to the contrary: For firlt, The Charge gi- 
ventothem orentruſted them, ſciz, Paſcere gregem,to feed the 
flock, <vinceth che contrarie, for Hi tondent et diglubant. 2. 
This Charge is ſaid, to have been entruſted or commirted to 
them, by the Holy Ghoſt, which both are here wanting with 
our ctemporary,yea well oft extemporary Elders. Againe, The 
ſame Apoſtle Phil, 1.1, Having dire&ed his ſalutatios to all the 
Saints 1s (| brift feſws in common, ſabjoines, with the Biſhops 
and Deacons, Wherupon S. Chryſoftome having poſed the que= 
ſtion, wherfore he had lefcnoplace'intermedio Tegmati Preſby - 

zerorum? Replyes ſtraight; #7: & T9av 70 weoov, becauſe 
there is no diftance or ditference here: For, iayech hee, 

Ta aur duerly, the ſame things are competent to the 
one, Which to the other: for che Order ſtands bat. one. and 


piſcopacy, toſtand of divine Right and Inſtitution, we ſhall «ni- 
ca litwrs expunge Preſbyteratum cum Epiſcopeatu, ELDtaSH1LP 
withE?1SCoPeacr our of this Clafſe, and ſoco deny it to ſtand 


of divine /»ſtitution, which with our zealous moderne Refor- 
. vers co day were grande nefus, et plus quam morte piendun. 


Nay 
* | Ex 


. the Prieſt-hood was but one and the ſame, they were all aq#6 


| there ſhould be any place left here for exception; That fromthe 


Vindication of Epiſcopacy, 
Ex promiſcuo uſu vocabulorum, non ſlatim reflt infertir paritas 
«M iniſtrorxm : for the promiſcuous uſe of a word, doeth not 
alwayes ſtraight ſubinferre with it, the indiſtinQis of a rhing. 
Wee would heed well in this Argument, to remember that 
Epiſcopacy may be conſidered two wayes, cither in the 4b - 


ftraft, as an Order, or inthe Concret, as exerced by men: in tve Or- 


der. Now though it ſhould not have been rightly here exerced 
and adminiſtred by theſe, but that they ſhould have firgularly 
appropriated tothemſielves ſomthings which ſtood c6mon to 
Preſbytries with them, This could not nor cannot infi:me the 
Office * for perſonall infirmities beare no aſperſion upon the 
Callmg; What Calling (ftands ſo holy, which may not ſuffer 
«buſe ? I beleeve, That or holy and zealous D:iſciplinarians 
cannot, yea dare not take upon them to juſtifie all their tran= 
ſcendent aftings whether in State or (harch: fordo we not 
heare daylie of their Rerratfations and Retro-gradations in 
both, I» malt labimur omnes,n0 place here for perfcfion; wee 


muſt not confound viam cum pairia, or © converſo. Againe, 


f. Cor. 12. 28. 29. Liqmido cernere efF imparitatem is 
niftroram.. Againe the ſame Apoſtle 1, Tim. 3. fromthe be= 
ginning ; calleth this a verdif or trxe ſaying, That If a 
man deſire the Office of « Biſhop, be defireth a good work, yea ard 
layes down his required qualification; as ſermblably Tir, 1,which 
could not hold true, if Epiſcopacy ſtocd an vnlawfoll and vn 
warrantable Officein Church. Bur leſt any ſhould or could ©:6 
hence inferre an /ſotomy or Homotomy, an equality of Honour 
from oft of the communion of Names; you are to take heed 
well in this argument, that from aqze ad «quale, the conſe- 

uence, ſtands inconſequent: for under the Law, Scerdotias 


Sacerdotes, & yecthere ceaſed not fro hence to be a diſparitie 
of degree in ore & the ſame Order: forthe High-Pricſt pre ce- 
ters emmebat,he emined above the reſt, and ſo from that legall 
economy this Order may be arceſſed and inſtruted, Apaineleft 


Lew, to the Goſpell it ſhould prove inconſeqtentiall; This is 
no Ic{ls conſencaneous & agreable with the Evangelicall eco- 


WOmy 
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' 11. where there cannot be denied to have been a diſparity of 
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nomy or disþenſation under the Goſpell: forwheras CHRIST af- 
cended up on high, Hee gave ſome to be Apofiles, & ſome Prophets, 
and ſome Evangeliits, and ſome patours and teachers, Ephel. 4. 


degree. but leſt there ſhould be any place here left for exceptis, 
that this onely ſerves co milicate here, and to inſtreAta di- 
{tance and dilparitie of degree twixt the ſeverall Claſſes, bus 
can makenothing to inſtrud a diſparitie. of degree among(t 
thoſe of one and the ſame Clafſe. I wonld pote him here, 
How is it , that amongl(t the very Apoſtles ſome are called 
& vie May, 0; wnionuu, Inſignes , ſeeming pillars, as 
7ames, Cephas and fohn, Gal, 2.9, May not this 1eeme toims 
port ſome difþaritie, if not in officio, ſaltem in regimine : tor 
why may there not be impares grads in regimine, yea,and that 
in equals officio, to avoide diſorder and confuſiond What would 
S. Paulimply, whereas beſaieth, That be was nothing inferiour 
ta the very chiefeſt Apoſiles , for albeit this paſſage will not 
ſtraight ſubinterce, that, þeſids the Twelve ApoZtes, there wer 
others of a ſecondary raxk, yet it maks the Argument ſtron= 
ger, in that there were amongſt the very Twelve, ſome 
more, ſorne leſle chief; Now ag and mins, though they 
alter not the Fece, they alter the degree. I am not ignorant 


how ſomeexcept here, That there is a falacie here from the 


communion of Names, ButI pray you, doeth communion of 
N ames, import and inferre alwayes wich it,a communion of 
Office and communion of equality of degree in the Office, yea 
and in the externall regiment too? Doeth it ſtraight follow 
fr Om hence, That Peter calls himſelf EvureroCuriper, 
a Fellow-Preſbyter, I. Pet. 5.1. that he emined nor, or had vo 
prerogativeabove theſe whom he thus enſtiled ? I wovld glad- 
ly learne ( where I promiſe to. yeeld my ſelf docil and teach- 
able ) wherefore kw may not, be an inequality of Power in 
government, asthere is: a d;/Þeritie acknowledged co be in o- 
ther gifts? May there not fallout ebxſesin theſe, .as in.that of 
Power f Wherefore is Timothy enſtiled The fixſt-Rrſhop of the En 
pheſians; yea and: Titus the for Biſhop.of tha Ghurch of tbe (re- 
bt EEE: Han f 
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tient? Tknow ſome toexcepe here, Thar the argument cane 
not be thoughtprefſing, waich is onely taken from the ſub. 
ſcription. Aſw, Therebe in Epifles theſe three; Inſcripturas 
Scriptura and Swbſcriptura, Now with what parrely or free- 
dome chey may chaltenge Sudſcripterams way they not wirh 
the ſame [yſcripturam ? Yea I have heard ſome of rhe ſtricteſt 
Prefbyterians or Diſciplinarians challenge Scriptrram, call the 
whole body of an Epiſtle in queſtion, a thing of a well dange- 
rous conſequence, and giving the enemy no ſmall advantage, 
But I reaſon not ſimply from che ſubſcription, but make Strip= 
trams:he body of the Ppiſtle my Ground. How is it, Fhar theſe 
Charges are borne on theſe two, on Timothy That he lay not os 
bands ſuddenly on no man, 1. Tim. 5. 22. Yea andthat he layes 
down Rules to beobſerved of him in reproving, ver/. 1.2. and 
on Titus, That he ſhould ſet in order the things which were wan» 
ting, andordaine Elders in every City, Tit. t.5,? what belonged 
this to Timethy, if he had no further power then any ordinary 
or gregary Preſbycer, co-admitt or #eceive ordesly of accofa- 
tions againtt' Preſbyters? But I know ſomEto except here, That 
Timothy was an £ vangeliſt, and that ſo Biſhops cannot from 
hence acclaime to any intereſt in that his right. IT wonders 
me to fee men'ſo blindly wedded to their own NV o4:ons; That 
they cannot bur cheriſh chem, how unſound ſoever: like to a 
woman kiſſing and embracing her own abortion : for it he ſhal 
tarne an Evangelif from hence, that he is bidden Do the work. 
of an Evangel II. Tim, 4. 5. Why may we not from a con- 
gener warrant tranſkape bim into an Apoſtle; In that S. Paul. 
willeth the Corintbians'to receive himſo, as that he may be withe 
ont feare, and the reaſon is ſubjoined, Becauſe tht he wrought 
the wark of the Lord 45 hedid, 1, Cor. 16. 10. Thus Nbil hic nifk 
ſcope diſſolnte. pray you, was impoſition of hanas a part Extra= 
ordinarii muneris, of #n extraordinary Charge? Certes, thus it 
ſhould ceafe to hayeany place of. vſe wich us to-day, 6 expire 
with the'perſons of an extraordinary Cell. Againe, How do 
theſe Seers fo deeply: forget themſelves bere? whereas they 
(raight abaſc and degrade him; redaQt him into the claile 8 
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ranke of ordinary and grepary Preſbyrers, from off of that 
paflage I. Tim. 4.14. where heisexhorted by PavL, Norrones 
glett the giſt that was in himywhich was given him by prophecy with 
the laying on of the hands of the Preſbytrie,W hich cannot be aver- 
red of an Evange's/t,or of oxe extraordinarly called: Now Men- 
dax oportet ſit ſur ſeper memor, Aliar would have a good memo- 
ry. Nay, and how do they againe forget theſelves ſo deeply, as 
ro argue from off of this paſſage, ſince Paul reſtraines this, 
to the laying on of hs own hands, Il. Tim, 1,6,? Nay and ſome of 
the learned take Preſbyterium, pro preſbyteratn, for the Order or 
Office it ſelf, and not for a {oleage or Society of meere Presby- 
ters, Now as I have ſaid, Epiſcopatus and Presbyteratun, ſtand: 
but unum et idem Tagma, admitting onely a diſparity of degree 
in the Order; Alwiſe I would learne of theſe Seraphick and en- 
lightned Dottours, Wherefore it is, That ſeing in the Church 
ot the (retians there were more Presbyrers; T his is ſingularly 
recommended to Titus, to ordaine Elders in every City, to ſet in 
order the things that were left undone, to rejeft an Heretich after 
the firſt and ſecond admonition? Why is this priviledge ſingular- 
lie indulted and permicted to Timothy and Titus, Presbyteros 


conſtitacre ve! exauttorare, if any gregary presbyter had alike 
power with them? Foras [I beleeve, par in parem non babet po= 


teftatem-. 


Shall we deferre no reſpeR to the Antiquity of this cuſtome in 
the Charch of God,in,& throughout the whole 4 Patriarchicall 
ſeas or ſeats, Hieroſolymitana, Antiochena,Riana et Alexandrina. 
a5 Enſebius deduceth well the ſeries or line of the perpetuated 
ſuccethon of Biſhops to his times, which evidencerh that this 
ſort of. government obtained well timecuſly inthe Church). 
from che very dayes of the Apoſtles; Shall we deferreriothing 
co the teſtimony of chat famous Councel of Nice (Whetrunto, 
k teleeve all our purer Moderne Councels in theſe our dayes 
of ſo bleſſed and glorious; ſo much cryed up work of Refor- 
ration; cannot te parelleted or ſtand worthie to ccme in 
competition) which affirmeth'this Govetriment not to Ee 
Nova Inſtitationn, ſed antiqui moryc, of new Inſtitution, but of 
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ancient cuſtom, Nay, & the ſame Coancel decreed, That ther. 
ſhould not be two Brſhops in one City, but this change with us 
to day, is nothing to be admired,ro ſee men to contemne, yea 
condemne 2!! Antiquiry, who love onely Novations, and dote 
vpon Novelties. 

| Nobilitat Novitas, quod damuat ſtye yetuſi as 

I could thinke, that ſome reſpe&t were to be deferred 

co the teſtimony of piouſly learned. {alyin, a witneſle of old 
with the belt of this ſtampe of Presbyterians or Diſciplinarians, 
o7mn! exceptiene major, Now he inthe fourth book of bis [nit:- 
eutions. ſet. 1. ſers down theſe expreile words; It ſhall be pro- 
fptable in theſe things to conſider the forme of the old Chnrch, which 
ſhall repreſent to our eyes, a certaine Image of Gods Inſtitution : for 
although the Biſnops of theſe tims did ſet forth many Canons,wherin 
they ſeemed to expreſſe more, then was expreſſed in holy Scriptures 
et they with ſuch heedfulneſſe framed all their order, after the 
onely rnle of Gods Word, that a man may eaſiſly ſee, in this behalfe; 
that they had uothing diſſagreeing from Gods Word. And ſtraight 
after ſubjoines, Thzt out of a ſincere Jeale they eudeavonred to 
preſerve Goas Inſtitution, and that they ſwarved not much from it, 
Nay, and [traight againe in the 2. /e&. he ſubjoines, That in e- 
yery City they eleftedor chooſed out of their own number one Many 
20 whom they gave ſpecially the title of Biſhop, left from an equality 
as it uſnally falls out, drſſentions ſhould grow and ariſe; I beleeve, 
That we have found and felc che ſmart of this :r»erh, by ſad & 
dolefull experience of Iate amongſt our ſelves. Let our fyerie 
Zelets, theſe ſonnes of Thunder ſcetoit, qua facie, quo fronte, 
qua TOAu?, qua auddcia, with what face or conſcience, 
they could nor onely have chemſelves: bur violently enforced 
others, to abjuce ſimply, this ſo ancient, ſo ſacred, yea afid di- 
vioe Iyſt:itxtion, as meerly Anti-Chriftian-: and ſo out of an im- 
plicite faich, called for, yea and exaQted a blind obedience. Now 
I beleeve, That «lima fidei analyſis, the laſt ard frm faith 


is, in Deus dixit: for (redere promiſcue quicquid afſirmatur 4 
Prelatis, non opus eft virilis intelligentie ſed puerilis inſtitie. It 


fears me nota little, from che fycie heate, which our Moderne 
Reformers 
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Reformers have ſh:wed and kithed in the proſecution of this 
their ſo much cryed up work of Reformation-, that if thoſe 
holy fathers, S. Auguſtine, S. Ambroſe, S. Cyprian, nay and all 
the re{t ofthar ſtampe,who wer of old holden Eccleſis Lumina, 
Chriſtiane Reipub. Columina; yea, and thoſe Learned & godlie 
Biſhops in our Neighbour Nation, who ſuffered Martyr-dome 
for bearing teltimony to Chriſt, and co His Trueth, had lived 
i1 theſe our dayes amongſt us; They ſhould have found no 
more mercy, wich, or from them, then did our Moderne Pre- 
lats, yea and many honeſt ſuffering Brethren: but all ſhould 
have gone throvgh their ficery triall. But co retarne, wyde ne- 
ſeio quo digreſſus luxuriante calamo, Wherefore is it I pray you, 
That S. /obn directs all his Epift/es which he writs to the ſeven 
Churches in As1a, Angels cxjuſque Ecclefie, tothe Angell of 
each Charch wy. 09 þ I know that our Reforwers will not 
have that to be denied of the reſt, qzed de uno predicatur, and 
chat-ſorhe word eAngel! ſhoald be rendred per « M iniſtrum 
fimply, or elſe all rhe Afiniftry in common to be comprehen= 
d:d and deſigned here, and ſo co be taken ColleHively, and not 
one particutar Perſoy to be pointed at. But with their leave, 
Since there were in each of theſe Churches more Precbyters or 
Miniſters chen one, as may be inſtanced from that of Epbeſe; 
This interpretation 'muſt needs fall of will , which renders 
the word per Miniſtrumin the ſingular number onely, for thus 
ic ſhould follow; That there ſhould have been buc one Presby- 
ter or Miniſter in each Church, againe on the other hand, IF 
all che Prevyters or Miniſters in comon ſhould, or were here to 
be underſtood under this vame of Angell, why do we offer vio- 
lencetos. Johns words, by the change ofthe Namber> Wher- 
fore is it, chat he ſtill direQts his tech to One, nay and if the 
ſpzech ſtand direQed tothe Mmfftry in common, how could 
ic be cognoſced to whom it were ſingularly thus diceQed ? 
Againe, If chis One ſtood not inftructed with ſome power over 
the reſt, but all in common partooke of alike Power with him, 
how is he thas ſingularly entiruled above the reſt ? And which 
$s more, How is the faw/tineſſe of all in common, impnted ſin- 
B 3 oularly 
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oularly to him? Marlorat on the 2 of the Revel, jumps bere in 
judgement, whiles he ſayes, molt pertinently to this purpoſe, 
N on populum aggreditur leannes, ſed Principem Clerintiq, Epiſ- 
copem. Nay, and hitherto Beza in bis Annotations on the 3 of 
the Rev. rendreth the word Angels, by wece5ers quem 
oportuit de bis rebus imprimis admoneri, from hence it followes, 


That this Angell had a Proſtaſie, preſeance, preſidence and prehe= 
minence above his Fellow- Miniſters, But I heare ſome replying 


here, That if this Proſtaſie was of chis Kind,it was only over the 
Common flock, and rot of power and authority over bis Fellow 
Miniflers, Anſw. Dato, non conceſſo, giving, but not granting; 
Thar this Proſtaſie or preſence were only over the Flock, yet it 
remains, That it was a ptoſtaſie of Power, elſe how could he 
have excercedany Authority over them; Nay but be is coman= 
ded to exerce it, even againit Fellow- Mimiſiers or preachirg 
Elders, yea, and is commended from hence, that he tocke or- 
der with them, Who called themſelves ApeF les, bnt were not, & 
found then liars, Revel, 2. 2. I heare againe ſome excepting 
againſt this Trzeth,though ſo clearly and fully vindicated and 
ailerted, from off of theſe paſſages, Iſath. 20, 25.26.27, and 
I. Pet. 5.2.3. Where Chrilt prohibics his Apoſtles to exerce 
ſuch Dominion as did Reges terre or Aagnares, and where Peter 
warnes the Elders ſo to feed the flock of God, as not dommeiring 
over the Lords inberitauce: but proving enſamples to the flock. Now 
in both theſe there is a plain fallacie, a modo vet ad rem, ircm 
che manner; to the matter; Now I beleeve, that the different 
manner of athing, is ſo far from the overchrowing or the re- 
moving of thetbing ir ſelf, that on the contrary, Ponit er ſubin- 
fert it puts & ſubinferres ir, and ſo both, Chriſt & S. Peer take 
not away ſimply all power fro them, but ſuch a modalized one, 
V17.2a deſpoticall,herill or cipill power, but not Paternall & Paſts- 
rzall, Doth not theApoſtle S. Paxl I. Cor, 14.laſt verſ, comznd, 
That all things be doe inthe Church decently, and iu order. Now 
1 deleevc, that Order which is wyrnp 7w 'orrv, Cara 


aus, as Naziarcer Calls ir, fecluds a parity , for what 
clſe is OaDER, Quam parium imparinmques ſua cniq. tribuens 
| | loga, 
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loca, difpoſitie? and [o wher all tanJs alike in dignity & power, 
ibi ordints, decort ne umbra quidem, there can be no ſhaddow 
of Order of Comlirefſe; from whence it is confequentiall, That 
if we Cake away lmparity, #za ct cadem opera omnem ordinem in- 
ter ſacros Evangeliu Miniſtros turbatum et everſi ibimus, we (hall 
ovxerturne all order, and baniſh it che Church. I heare force re- 
plying here, That ir cannot te denied, that Presbyters for a 
time did governe ſome Churches, pari anthoritate et communi 
Conſilio. Anſ. This derogats nothing from Epiſcopall dignity, 
nor proves prejudiciall co ir, but rather confirmes the recefli- 
tie of Epiſcopall (barge, in that this ſort of Regiment even in 
the very Apoſtles dayes and times, perperniis diſſidiis Eccleſias 
dilaceravity did rent the Church by perpecuall difſentions. L 
- deny not with S, Hierome, Epiſcopos preibyteris majares, conſue- 
tudine magis, quam Dommice [nſtitutionis veritate : but this is 
rightly to be underſtood, ſciz. as to the appropriation of the 
Twte to one above another : for it was Conſuetuds Eccleſia, the 
cvſtome of che Charch that made the tzr/e of a Biſhop greater, 
then that of a Pre;byter; & not any Dominicall or Apoſtolicall 
diſpoſition or conſticution, & ſo his words ar to be underſtood 
by accommodation and reſtraint to his own times, and fo of 
that Auchority , which Biſhops ſo called obtained then over 
Presbyters. Alwiſe for the leaſt, it is cleare and evident from 
hence, That S. Aierome did not averſe an 5mparitie in Church, 
yea, and giving, though not granting, That this imparity or 
diverſitie of degrees amongſt the Miniſters of che Goſpel, is not 
founded or grounded upon any expreſfe warrant of Chriſt in 
the Scriptures, yet this ſoancient a practiſe taking its ſource && 
beginning from the very poſter, and having continued ſo 
conſtantly ſince in the Chriſtian Church, may (tand for a Pre- 
cept £0 us, and may ſerve us for a Direfory for the regulation 
of our comportment and approbation of ſo ancient a cuſtoms 
and practiſe, andnot of new Inſtitution. IT is not unknown 
how Aeri? was condemned of Herefie,for condemning of Epiſ- 
copacy; There be many Aerians with us to day, both for Name 
& matter, if it were lawfull ab events fas putare, tO odſiovs of 

things 


farre greater Liberties freedome & Priviledger, then under this 


and deplorable confuſion and diforder in both. Thus no w 


14 V inajcation of Epiſcopacy, 

things from their events, I might mak bold bere, toreferre the 
matter, not only to indifferent Arbiters, but to the deciſion of 
the moſt ſtrict Diſciplinarians, whether the Church or trueth of 
Religion proſpered or flowriſhed more, under that Prelaticall 
Government, as ſome are pleaſed thus cdicrfly co traduce ir, 
then under this late Prerbyreriall, & under which of theſe two, 
the Church in her juſt berties ſtood more orleiſe eclipſed; I 
may boldly averre, That as Aarons rod budded, bloſſomed and bore 
rype Almonds, whereas all the yeft of the rods of the twelve Princes 
of Iſracll were blaited: lo under Epiſcopall governmenec the 
Tructh was maintaired in greater parity; the (hurch enjoyed 


new coyned and forged Presbyteriall: for under that fa; 
wrlta acceſſio credentium Eccleſie, There was made a great ac- 
ceſſion of Beleevers to the Church : But alas under this no 
lefle deceſſion, as was wel timovuſly fore-prophecyed by a Reve- 
rend Prelate, at the firſt rearing up of this ſo great,ſo-glorious 
cryed up worke of Reformation, And if any accefſion bee 
made, it is credendorar, and not (redentium, for theſe men 
ſcruple not fides articnlos condere et ſolvere, as they durſt make 
bold to cturne Chris documentum , into Noeumentum: and 


 blaſphemouſly to call the Lords Prayer, a Necent Ceremony; 


yea, and £O account the recitall of ir at ſervice, a Note cf A1a- 
lignancy; 1 may no lefle boldly averre now, that many with us. 
to day both in State and Charch, Dug ibatur euntes, but qua eune 
dem non inquirentes, from off of this ſo ſad arid dolefull expes- 
rience of the bicter fruits of this lamentable Change and altera- 


tion in State, 38 Church,their Government would be glad rorun 
back TeAwadfre, Et raAvdeopyre, and ſubmittetheir 


necks with all cheerfulnefle ro choſe yokes of woode, under the 
which they were well gently prefſed under that Government 
in both, that they mighe ſhake themſelves looſe and free of 
theſe of [row-: lying ſo heavily on them, under theſe new in- 


troduced ones. Yeritas eft filia tempor, for a parity in Church> 


hath brovght on andin, a parity. in Srate: and ſo a lamentable 
onder 
That 
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That KING 7 AMES of blefſled Memory, uſed this ordinary 
expreſſion, No Biſhop, no KING : for Dum bent convenium, 
mutuas fibi prefiant operas, et conſpirant amice, If I durſt make 
bold here, 1 would interpone my poor and meane, but well 
meaning advice in this buſſines, which ſhortly take it thus; 
That the Vſe may remaine and be keeped on foot, the Abaſe 
onely being removed and taken away , which might bap- 
pily have at firſt, compoſed the Conte, viz, That whereas 
chere ſhall happen or fall out any vacancy inan Epiſcopall ſee 
. Or ſeats; That the Brethren of the Diocy may fullie conyeere 
themſelves, and condeſcend upon ſome ſele&ed Oxes out of 
ebeir Number, of beſt abilities for a due acquitall in ſoerminent 
a Miniſtration, and give intheſe tothe Sopreame Magiſtrate in 
a Lite or Liſt, granting bim Conge de lire, or Liberty of Elefion: 
as Penes quem ſoli (it praeſſe externo Regimini, Whoſe ſolely itis 
ro manage the extcrnall Regiment of the Charch, ſtanding 
with Conſtantin the Great, Epiſcopus ad extra; and that ſuch a 
One be thus prezfeacd over the reſt, for the preſervation of 
oood Order, and Keeping all ina right frame, and ſhuning of 
Confuſion, vpon an confuſed parity; Ad Cxipem orely, Andnot 
ad vitamA, even in caſe of abuſe of his Power to Tyranny : for 
Forwa Apoſiolica has eſt, dominatio imerdrcitur, indicitur Xini« 
ftratio; The ſpirits of the Prophers ſtand ſfubjeRt ro the Pro- 
phets, and ſo their Power ſtanding buta delegated one, upon 
abuſe may ſuffer and admit a warrantable repetition... If this 
(onrſe had teen tzken, or preſented by our violene Reformers 
co onr ſacred and dread SOVERAIGN, I am aflvred that ſuch 
wofull diſorders had not fallen ont in Stare and Charch. Who 
may not (ee, except a Born blind, the dolefull ſequels? yea I 
may boldly now ſay, upon ſzd and lamentable experience 
{ which A4feveration at the firſt ſettino on foot of this great & 
glorious work of Reformation, I, grande vefas, et plu quam 
morte piandum.) eftects of an arbitrary government in Stare or 


Church : For Let there be no King in Iſrael, and then every may 
ſhall do what ſeemeth good in his own eyer, as you may ein tbe 
latter chap, of the 7udges paſſim. Nay, andlet «FC ofes the Ci- 


vil 
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vil 7=dge ſubduce himſelf co che Aonnt. for theleaſt ſpace, 
and chen the whole people, etiam Aarone duce, ſhall fall a- 
way in common to [dolatry. I beleeve we may learre a better 
After-witin both, having bought it by dolefull experience ar 
the bigheſt rate. 

By your leave, That I may ſpeak ſomewhat ty 7a- 


ea9”, or en paſſant of this new modalized Presbyteriall 
Government, ; I would gladly anderſtand, on what Honnt. 
they bave ſeen the Patern, after tho which they bave effigia. 
ted, exaſciated, edolaced and reared up this (truQure of this 
Preſpyteriall Government, conſiſting or made up of ſuch ingre. 
dienrs or conſticutives, viz. of two ſorts of Presbyters or Ef- 
ders: RULING and LanBour ING) nay, and wherefore ordina«- 
rie, as their baſſineſſe in hand called for, the number of the Ru. 
LING was doubled, Quo certaretur niumers, prevalerent confuſo 
boatu , for Suffragia numerabantnr , non ponderabantur ( majors 
parte pincente ſantorents, It fears me, it was not monnt Tabor, 
for I cannot thinke that Chriſt frequented but the leaſt this 
Moun, farre Iefle that Hee was here transfigored, He2 may 
well perhaps have been disfigured. Sure Iamirt is the Arch 
type it ſeir; for ſeing that the Divines agree in common that 
there be Tivo Claſſes only of ſtarling Officers in the Church 
under the Goſpel, Biſhops or Precbyters, which and but ons 
and the ſame order, and Deacons, I would learne upon what 
warrantable grounds, they have brought upon our age to 
day,this third Clafſe or Rexyke of RuL1NG or Laix Elders, as 
they are pleaſed to baptize them, a Sece of Precbyters unwat- 


vnknown what Tertullias diſproved in his time, Hodje Preiby- 


ter, cras Laicws, I beleeve with the Apoſtle, Thar it is not law= 


full Manum huic aratro admetam dimovere, to take back the 
band from this Plawghb. Thus Azniculi noftri or Biennales Pret- 
byteri were unknown and unheard of in cheſe times» far more 
theſe extemporary Elders, whereof uſe was well oft made, as 
the neceſſity of cheic Affairs required, Whereas they were 


pretended to haye been brought in, for the better ordering of 
pr Gods 


ranted by Gods Word, yea unknown coall Antiquity. IT is not 


— 
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Gods Houſe, The event hath proven the contrary, that they 
wrought no ſmall Diſorder both in Stare and Church: Ard 
whereas they were pretended to haye been broughtin vſe on 
our age With Aaron and Hur, to bave ſuſtented and ſtayed up 
Moſes his hands, whiles going about a praying, and fo Tor 
the good and help of the labouring Prezbyters to ſtrengthen 
thcic hands, the ſequel hath proven, thar there was no vſe 
made of them, but co weaken the hands of the ableſt ivie 
ftry, yea to work their degradation, if they did not proveaCtive 
ard inſtrumentall to promove the glory of their Worke, and 
ſhould happen to ſhew the leaſt diſaffettion to the Worke in 
hand. Who is fo blind, that kee may not clearly fee trom 
bought experience, That they are ſo farre from being worthy 
LO carry an Ephed before the Lord, that they are not worthy with 
the Gaboanites, to hew wood, and draw water for the uſc of the Lords 
Altar > Since Antiquity diſclaimes them, and will not owne 
them, let us come tothe Word of GOD the ſafeſt and ſureſt 
Dvrettory for the finding out of Miniſteriall Offices or Charges : 
Now we finde neque volam neque veſtiginm, no trace of them 
here at all, for if we ſhall be pleaſed to look totbe firſt inſtitu» 
tion of Deacons, AR. 6. or to the Canons whereunto this Fece 
of Ainiftry ought tobe appended and exacted, /. Tim. 3. We 
ſhall finde them not to have ſo much as any colourable War- 
rant from hence, whether for manner of 2aalification, or /n- 
ſtitation and Ordinationw. As tothe firſt, They behoyed to be men 
of good and honeſt report, full of the Holy Ghoſt, and of wiſedome, 
men having the «M yfiterie of faith in a good Conſcience, who 
might bave been 1cceived to that (harge, admitted to that 


eHimiftery ; Now with us o Joxer/ss 712 hoc Collegium 
cooptantur, hoc munere weſtinntur , hoc titulo gaudent, 
ornautur, ſome promiſcuouſly of the very dreggs otthe 
People, nay, and ſome ſtigmatized oner, (arboxe notati molt 
diflolate, and licentious Livers bave proven readielſt recei= 
ved into this wholeſome 1ncorporation-.: as who durſt not 


but approve their beſt ſubſervencie totheir Luſifulneſe, As Lag 
C2 Pa the 
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fon of hands. Dug omnia hic deſiderautur, which are all 
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the 2, They were inveſted in this Charge, by prayer and wy 


of - 
ere 
wanting with our moderne Elders, Nay, and this was nota 


viciffitudinary or temporary {harge as this is with us, but they 
that had miniſtred well, and acquitted themſelves in an, in- 
feriour eMiniſtery , acquired and purchaſed to themſelves 


x&\vy BaF uo, preclarum gradum, a faire and further 
degree, which $. NaFianzen calls youy Tvevuarinyg arte 


Au as, cen araBGacg. I am not ignorant that ſome, 
yea,andtheſe not unlearned too, will have them to ſtand of a 
divine generation, and hitherto arceſle their Pedegree, (adence 
or Deſcent from off of that paſſage of ſcripture 7, Tim. 5. 17. 
where, The Elders that rule well, are commanded to be had in 
denble honour, but efþecially (ſay they) theſe who labour in Word & 
Doftrine; Bat it fears mee, if wee will be pleaſed toeye this 
Text more nearly and narrowly, we ſhall finde this to be boe 
a glofle of Orleans deſtroying the Text, as may evidently ap- 
peare from theſe a few enſuing Reaſons. Fir, The Apoſtle is 
not claſſing or diſtinguiſhing Elders, in Ruling and Labonring 
Elders in word and dofirine, for thus both ſhobld ſtand worthy of 
doxble bononr, though mainely that the Zabowring do merite or 
challenge this reſp But hee defines well R«ling Elders to 
ſtand and be ſuch, who painfully labour ad ſudorem pulvereun 
( which the word xor:@vrss from x05 Or pulvry, ime 
ports ) and thvs the Apoſtle ſets not down two ſeverall Claſſes 
or ranks of them. 2. Doth not the annexed or ſubjoined Rea- 
fon, wberfore this honour is averredto ſtand due, clearly evict 
this to the full, viz. That wee ſhould not muzle the ox that trea- 
deth out the ('orne; and that the Labourer is worthy of hi hyre or 
wages? Now are theſe your Ruling-Elders broughe on your 
ſtage, of the number of cheſe Oxen-, that tread out the Corne ? 
You confeſfe them not to: be of the Cenſe of theſe Laboxrers., 
elſe why do yeecontra-diſtingviſhthem. 3, If yee will necds 
have a diſtinction or clafhng bere of Proſbyters or Elders, Lo 
it muſt needs be here, Inter Mags et Minw laberantes. The 
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more, or leſſe painfull Laboxrers;, Now Mags et Minuw, More 
or Leſſe, as they ſpeak in Schooles, non mutant Seciem ſed gra- 
dum. they change not nor alter not the Fece, but the depree 
' onely, 4. IT is not unknown that ſomes yea, and not unlear- 
ned too, by rwuy underſtand fipendinm. wages Or res 
ward, I pray you then as yee divide the Province or Task » 
why will yee not ſaffer and admit a diviſion or fry geintho 
Wages Of Reward. IT fears me, andthat well juſtly too, That 
in this caſe, the ſtrictelt of you would not prove deficient to 
themſelves, but would endeavour themſelves to finde out a 
new yglofſe on the words, and make up a new Commentary; as L 
am no lefle aſſured on the other hand, Thar theſe our well 
Ruling-Elders with us to day, would be nolefle ready to ac- 
claime to their right and intereſt in this Reward, if they ſhould 
finde any ſure or firme $afjis whereupon to ground their Chal- 
leyge and (laimy, 5. Some no ſlenderly expert in the origi- 
nall language averre, That after parica there would 
be required the adverſative particle *) to import a ne- 
ceſlarie diftinftionm. 6. Some no lefle expert in this original 
language, arceſle ſome ground of reaſon from off of the «c- 
Cents and grammaticall fpirizs, to infirme and weaken this di- 
ftiuiow or claſſing. But I love not to ſtraine apiculations in 
gramatications, Thos this very paſſage, wherin zantum ponnnt 
prefidq, they place the full force and ſtrength of their Caus ns, 
petit jugulum cauſe, it cuts the throat of their Cauſe; and ſo 
wurde illt vitam, nos mortemÞ. This poor wandering Levite muſt 
harbour and reſt with che Godly Party forſooth; finding no 
where elſe in Heaven or upon Earth an harbovuring or ſhelte- 
ring place. No wonder that ſuch a Heteropenious body, Come 
pacted of ſuch diffimilary parts ſhould ſuffer ſuch a ſudden 
diſſolution». Thos it is evident, that we muſt needs go elſwher 
to ſeek out their gexeration, then from Gods Word or yet ſound 
Antiquity. In a word they WETrec Toxog erayuns fetus 
neseſſttatis, the birth and brood of Neceſſy; for we find nouſe 
for chem to day, except in ſuch a caſe, where a buſſizes or work 
10 hand, cannot be effeRuatcd and brought to paſſe, but by 
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| lole mea of known integrity ? Have they not dereRed 
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the ſubſidiary help of their ſoffrage, 1ajori parte wincente ſas 
miorew, Which elfe in reaſon or by force of Argxyment would 
fall ſhort. May it not juſtly ſeeme according ro Gamalie! bis 
deciſion in a cCongener caſe, That this C ounſell or thu work hath 
not been of God, but of mer, Act. 5.38, 39, ſeing it is fo ſoon 
come to nought, forthere is no uſe of them now, their worke 
being accompliſhed which they intended, or in caſe of any 
new emergent buſſires, calling for their ſubſidiary help to hold 


an entimous birth and abortion,no ſouner brought co light, then 
THE SECOND O©UMAERE. 
. I 5 
lignants into the boſorre of their Army, to fight pro Pas 
againſt Forraigne invaſion of ſo dangerous ar Enemy infeſting 
the very fonundation: or pronounced therein Clave errante. 2 #- 


up that ruinous and decaying Fabrick and fruttare, ſo that for 
the belt they are but Nofturn Fungi ex notturna pluvia ati, OL 
expired. 

He Second Qzere is, If our Comiſſion of Church did right- 

lie determine anent the receiving in of IN ancupative 44= 
tris pro ars & focrs, for KING, Countre), Religion, Lives, Li- 
berties, Fortames in ſuch a nick of time and exigence of 2ffairs, 
the whole Xmpdow, ard ſeeking to overturne and raze all fi6 
wero, If that ſtood an Uxlawfull Engagement With the Godly 
Party, or men of godly underitanding ? 


Dneflion can be thus 
{tated and modelied, whereas adhuc ſub ?ndice lis eff, which 
of theſe two conteſting Parties, Hexodians or Phariſees lo to 
Ipeak, ſhould be thus branded with the Note of Malignancy. I 


beleeve, That Feritas which is Filia temporsss TrauEt TH which 


ftands the daughter of time, hath given vs {ome farther /1ght 
and clearer inſight in this buſſineſſe, For how have they I pray 


you acquitted theſelves here, who were ſo much cryed up _ 
to the 


world 
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world their deepe masked hypocriſie, and ſo bred more nor 
juſt marter of jealouſie in che hearts of all rbeſe who are of 
troly godly anderflanding ? (alam et terram his in teſtes advoca- 
re poſſem. 2. 1s it not ſtrange, That our new ſtart up Prote= 
ftators (hoald ſo maligne men under this name and notion of 1 
e Malignancy, whereas they roundly profeſle their ignorance 
here, of che true Votes and marks from whence they may be 
diſcerned and dignoſced, as the Deſire or Petition put up by 
them, The ſole Nancupative Godly Party, or men of Godly wn- 
derſtanding, to that Venerable £4 ſſembly at Edinburgh anno 5 2. 
for their inforination hereanent in cheir 3» Propoſition bears, & 
inſtrudts to the full, Now isit not more nor ſtrange, That they 
ſhould have ſo maligned men under this name and notion, 
whereas it is not yes conveened upon and condeſcended , 
what {tand theſe Notes and marks? Ubi nulla lex, ibi nulla traſ= 
greſſio, where there is no Law, there can be no Tranſpreſſion. 
May it not juſtly ſeeme That Malignancy receives ſwbinde, 
new Notes and Charafers or Marks according to the various 
revolution of Caſes, and exigence of times, or rather men their 
brain-ſ1ck apprehended fancies * Nonne hes Eccleſia in Maligns 
poſta et f Et que non auima jute odit catum hnjuſmods Malig- 
nantiumLs? 3. I would gladly underſtand the Reaſon or diſcre- 
pence here, ( where I promiſe to yeeld my ſelf docil and teach- 
able ) Why the Non-conform:fts at firft, Theſe who found not 
themſelves fully ſatisfied wich che pablick Reſolutions of our 
Church, whiles this work was bur inic Infancy, as ic were, and 
ſo when, as I beleeve, ic ſtood more veniall and pardonable to 
have ſcrupled cheranent, were branded with this Note of /x- 
famy and Reproach,; yea, and moſt cruelly perſecuted, as it wer, 
with fire and ſword; And the Non-conformifts now, ſo avowedly 
protelting againſt all cheir publick Reſolutions, and oppoling 
themſelves with an high hand, when this work is Come toa 
perfection, tothe ſtature of a Perfett marw, ſhall not onely g9 
anbranded, but go under the name of the Godly Party, or men 
of godly underſianding, and ſhall go over thele dangerous rocks» 


without the leaft 7aiture or Naufrage, yea, twrgidss velis, ven 
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fo ſectndo, nay, and ſhould be ſealedin their fore-heads with a 
Noli me tangere, What ! [s your ſo glorious a Sx» come to ſo 
ſudden a declining ? How 5s the faithfall (ity become a harlete, 
Bw 15 Jonr filver  ariny drofſe, and your wine mixed with water ? 
how is the flrong ſtaffe broken, and the beautifmll Red ? I dare be 
bold to averre, That the Approbation at firlt of the pubJick Re- 
ſolutions of Church ſtood co many Cyphers both in State and 
Church, who in efte& ſtood more expletive then ſignificative; 
Their beſt qaalification and endowment, yea ſtocd the ſole means 
of their advancement to the bigheſt roomes in both, A blind 
Obedience out of an implicite faith itood for all qualifications elſe, 
and an approven and evidenced tivity to promove the great 
& glorious worke in hand; This was Panchreſts, panacea a ſo- 
veraign ſalve againſt all ſores, Omnibue malis averrnmcandis 
pollens Alexipharmacum; yea»veſtis talarisa faire and goodly rob 
£0 cover all nakednes, blemiſhes or defetis whatſomever, /t was 
the balme of Gilead, and The tree of the twelve manner of fruits. 
The gravez learned and judicious Comsſſtoxers of our Church 
have ſufficiently and folly vindicated and aſſerted this Terer, 
and confirmed the lawfulneſle thereof in the Cafe ſer downe, 
from che univerſal] uncontroverted prattiſe of all Chriſtian 
Kingdomes, and approbation hereof by the unanimons cenſere 
and judgement of all rhe ſoundeſt proteſtant Dipines, inthe 
Caſe of juſt and neceſlarie defence againſt forraign invaſion, 
From the very /ay of Nature, which no poſicive law of man 
can infirme or infringe, calling us hereunto, binding and ob- 
liedging every Member of the politick bodie of a Kingdome, 
ro endeavour to the uttermoſt, the gaod and preſervation of 
che whole, and allowing the Body, yea, laying an obligation 
vpon ſuch asare in Eminency or in Power, to call for this help 
and afſifiance atthe bands of every e Member: yea, ard bea- 
ring no ſma]l guilt upon ſuch as ſhall prove deficient, and ſhall 
withdraw their ayd and asfiſtance in ſuch an exigence, as be- 
trayers of their Tcult. AND laſt from Gods Word, holding out 
onto us innumberable cleare and ſufficient warrants for ap- 


proving of this Pratt;ſe, For re-collection; Is this pratt:ſe jr 
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ſtifiable from and by tbe very /aw of Nature, who can prove 
ſo farre denatured here, as to maligne the ſame? Stands ir 
juſtifiable by Gods Werd? Then what man can proveſfoim- 
pudent, and dare make ſo bold, as to ſeclude and difclude 
whom God adwits ? I beleeve; That where God hath not a 
youth to ſpeak, man ſhould not bave an eare to heare. Optimus 
ſcbrietatis terminus eſt Deo loquendi finem faciente, ſapere velle «e= 
ſmere, Ic is not ſate, roco-argue Gods Wiſdom of folly. Ye- 
rum vero ſemper conſor. at, vos vobrs conſtate, 
But becauſe I finde as yet nor a few peſtred and infeaed 
with this leaven of the Phariſees, | finde me neccflicated toſpeak 
a little more fully of this Matter, and tocontribate my poore 
mite, cutof a willing and free minde for the uſe of this Taber- 
nacle: for why may it not juſtly ſeem Jawfull cotheſe,vel Tawri 
e. farina fingere, qui pretenus peculio vitulum vivnm divs eluftra= 
re nequennt? Is it not notourly known, That ſome werks of 
Necesſity, which not unfitly is indigitated, Lex temporis, The 
Law of time, become juſtifiable, which extra banc caſum, with- 
out this caſe would ceaſe to be ſuch, as the Diſciples their pluc- 
king eares of corne on the Sabbath dey, Davids cating of Shew bread, 
which was onely lawfull for the Prieſts, Now Whodare prove ſo 
impudent, as to deny an urgent and preſſing ts, ſo 
that it can not be in reaſon challenged of any axlawfulneſie ? 
Is it rather wiſely or ſafely done by us, out of uncertaine 
prazconceived dangers, yea, and bur fears of ſuch, and theſe 
evitable too, from fellow-ſubjefs, to caſt our ſelves into ſeene 
and certaine dangers of a forraign Enemy? Letmepoſe you 
here, If a King can bein reaſon denied the common benefite 
of the law of the Subjet? Now ſhall ſ#bjefts without chal- 
lenge make uſe promiſcuovuſly of fellow-ſubjeR:s, yea, and a- 
eainft cheir Native KING, and ſhall we condemnechisfaQ in 
His Sacred Perſon; to make promiſcuous vſe of His /wbjetts 
both in His own juſt and neceſiarie defence and theirs too? O 
for an impartiall 7zdge to decide this controverie aright! arc 
we not bcond andtyed both by League and Covenant, to man= 
tainethe KINGS juſt Greatneſſe, the liberty of the i 4) 
--—-— | all 
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ſhall we comply with Enemies to both, to the ſubverſion of 
both? Shall we make ſo great Coyſcrence foreſooth of the mea- 
neſt heads and articles of our ſworne unto Ceverent, and none 
of this maine one? If theſe fiery Jefors had lived in Chriſts 
and his Apoſtles their dayes, doubeleſle they would bave en- 
vyed and maligned the acceffion of ſo many chouſand ſoules 
to the Charch in one day; who maligned ſo che receiving in 
of bare Nuancupative Malignents into the boſome of their Ar- 
wy. Certes, Theſe ditfer much in practiſe from chart of Chriſts, 
in receiving in of Pzblicans and ſinners May notthele Hote- Sin 
rited ſeeme moſt juſtly to be altogether ignorant of the nature 
& properties of /ove ſet downe /. Cor. 13,4. 5.6-7.8. verſes? 
Shall Chriſt weeping over Hieruſalew profeſle his great carc= 
fulneſſe and earneftneſſe, to gather her Children, notwithſtan= 
ding of their great way wardnes, untowardnes & fcowardnes, 
as an Hen gathereth her Chickens under her wings, Matth.23.37. 
and (hall we be more propenſe and bently ſer tor diſperfion and 
ſeattering, then gathering ? Shall Chriſt profeſſe this to be the 
End of His coming into the World, to ſeek the loſt ſheepe, to 
brmg againe what bad gone aftray : and ſhall theſs who would 
ſingularly acclaime this Prerogative tothemſelves, as that they 
Rand ſolly his finifters amidit a comon defeion, youchſaſe no 
pains here? It fears me, The Scribs c# Phariſees compaſting ſea & 


dry Iand., to gaine in 4 Proſelyte , (hall riſe up in judgement a- 


oainit our itrifeſt, rigide and violent Reformers , and con- 
demne their careleſſe and finfull negle& here, and fiery and 
violent procedure_. God is faid to be WaxooJopog, " Þ 
God of long Noſtrills, and ſo is {low to anger, gentle and eaſe 
co be appeaſed; bur theſe quite contrarie to Gods Naturall, 
partake onely in the evill both of the Choleriay and the 
AMelancholian, they are ſhort ſpirited, ſoone ſer on fire & edge, 
buc cheir wrath is not eaſily quenched and abated, they prove 
1mplacable Edomits againlt their brother 7acob, yea » Nova- 
tans, veniam omnem denegant lapſis, for I heard this expreſiion 
from ſome of their Foe oh That chey could ſooner and rea- 
dicr cowply with a 7urk, then with a Malignant, be 
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gwoydeg hic ropes, no lefle irreconcilable exmity, then 


twixi che feed of the Woman, and the ſeed of the Serpent, but 


I ſpare you, #rndens Correttioni, parcens prderi. T could wiſh 
theſe holy Zelers ro ſhew me warrants from Scriptare » the 


ſafeſt Rnle and lureſt Direftory, Wherea KIN G, Inudge Or 


Ruler is reproved for making promiſcuous uſe of his ſubjetis, 
for the defence of the People of God, and making WaTrre Uu- 
pon their Enemies; Nay, and on the contrary, wee ſee them 
{ſadly reproved for their negleRt and omisfion here: Hitherto 
Inudg. 5.23. Curſe ye Meroz ( ſaid the Angel of the Lord ) curſe ye 
bitteri Y the inhabitants therof,becauſe they CAGE Ot to the belp of the 
Lord, tothe help of the Lord againſt the mighty, Did not Gideon a 
Iudge of Gods own deſignation, chovling and ſending out in 
his might, Make an Ephod, and put in Ophrah his City, after 
which all Iſrael went a-whoring : and which thing became a ſnare 
#nto him, and to his houſe, andiended to their deſtryfion, lodg.. 8. 
27, Now did the people from hence, with our fiery Jelots, Ie- 
fuſe to go under his condat, or yet receive from his hands or by 
bis means many notable deliverances? Nay, was not the Coun 
trey in ſafety and quietrefle fourty years in his dayes? Ler me 
pole theſe ſo tender-conſcienced men, ifin the 20 of Det. 5. 6. 
7. 8, verſes; where, the AZartiall Law is ſet downe, they do 
finde this exception of Malignancy, ſo much as in the parallel 
of ir? Certer, Toc vehement a Pargation of the Body proves 
for common well dangerous: for thus the FYirall hirits be» 
come exhauſted and quite ſpent, I pray you, will yee finde a 


(Þurch or Army onely Elettorum? This were to ſeek Patriam i 
via, and co confound wiatores and compre 


coprehenſaors. In the field of the Milan. Church upon carth, 


0 


we will not faill ro finde (till fares, ceckle and daryel arvid(t 


the belt Corze or Wheat, till the day of che great ſeparation. 
When the Lords People went fourth to Barrell, were they Not 
promiſcuouſly without any inſtituted Pargation ( anew and 
unheard of, in Gods Word, piece of policie brought on our 
ſtage) gathered as one man from Dan io Beerſheba, with the lad 
of GileaGy wnto the Lord in Mizpeb, Iudg, 20, 1, Nay, and is "0 
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beuſores voyagers and 
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this called, A Calling of all generally without our new modelled 
Limuations, Il, Sam. 17,11. Was notthe numbering of the 
People for Warre, inſticuted and caken from cheir ability to 
carry eArmes and skill in handling them, and not from any 
new found out qualifications * Reade we not Saxls practiſe, ad. 
mitting all the men of /ſrael and 7adah, without difference, 
to go forth with him, in che caſe of faveſh-gilead commended 
of God, and ſeconded wich a bleſ:;ng, I. Sam, 11.7? In the 
time of the 7a4ges, when the people fell away from the Lord, 
to or by [dolatrie, did not thete very [dolaters fight the Lords 
Battels and carry the viftory? Nay, and the very f#dges themſel. 
ves, who fought the Lords battels ſtood not free, under whoſe 
condutt the people of God obtained many notable delive- 
rances, as was preſently inſtanced in the perſon of Gideon: 
Who was more bloudy and wicked then 7oab, and yet fought 
the Lords battels > Nay, and did not D.vid overſee him in a 


ſeeming prudentiall way for his time, though he gave a ſpe- 


ciall command to his ſon Solomor- againſt him, 1. Kings, 2,? 


Did not Abner make a bloudy warre againſt David, and yet 
he did not ceaſe fro hence to make uſe of him ? Wer not theſe 
men, who were with David when he fled from SauL , Oxtr- 


theſe Malignants, to ſpeak in the language of Babe/? Nay, 


ſtood his moſt cruell Enemy in thetime of his adverſity : and 
that notwichſtanding of Abiſha's inſtancie to the contrary 7 L 
wiſh wee ſhould propoſe betore onr eyes Davids praQtiſe and 
example ( who was called a man according to Gods owne 
hearc ) for our ſafer direQtion, and better regulation of our 
Comportment here. Speftemus hanc (ynoſuram, Now David 
ſeatto Zadok and Abmthar the prielts, to rebuke the negligece 
of the Elders of 74d«b, to bring agzine the King to his houſe, 
whereas the people conteſted and ttrove here in forewardnes, 
and chat from an argument taken from his intereſt in them, & 
theic arcingency to him, ſciz, That they were his Brethres, his 


= ſh, 


laws & Male-contents, Now forbore he to make his beſt vſe of 


"i. my 
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Did he not welcome Simei, who had formerly curſed him,$c - 


i gomd a » Py © . a 46 4 > ”  - * wu DOESPRI cc 2 44 


— —————_—_——— 


-_ OO _ oY - IT pr _—_—_ _ I ” - R_ ” —— >——— 
= p30 TAIT PER TIO, = —_— —_ _— C—— 


And the nick-named unlawfull Engagement, 27 


fleſh & his bones; Nay, and he ſent the to Amaſa, who had been 
a Ring-lexder in a preſent rebellion with Abſalom againſt him, 
willing them to make uſe of this ſame argument with him; 
Nay, and promiling fairely to make him Captaine in /oavs 
(tead, which he accordingly performed, did not God ſecond 

this wich a ſuccesfull bles{1ng ? Did he not bow all the hearts of 
the men of Indah as of one man, (I. Sam. 19. 11. 12, 14. 14. vert. 

To apply here home, Why might nor, or may not our KING 

uſe the ſame policie even toreclaime, and win in the hearts of 
theſe, who had been Ring-leaders in a known and open Rebel- 

lion againſt him, farre more to make uſe of His loyall ſubjetts ? 
May I not fro hence thus ſafely argoe 8& reaſon? Do notallin 
whom he hath a-like common imere# ſtand jultly liable in, 8& 
to the ſame common duty? What wiſdome or prudence were 
it inacommon Combuſtion and Conflagration, to debarre & ſe- 
clude any from contributing their ayd & asſiſtance, for quen- 
ching and extinguiſhing the farne? Let me poſe them here, if 
theſe whom they ſo odiouſly traduce under the name of XMa- 
lignants, had or have no part or right in their KI NG, that 
they mighc be ſo farre negleQed, as that-neithec their advice 
nor aſſiſtance ſhould be ſought or called for, for his ſafety and 
preſervation, 2. Sam.19.43? I would gladly underſtand the rea- 
| fon of diftecence hece, why theſe whom they are pleaſed to 
traduce under ſuch odious nomenclatures as Aalignepts and 
Engagers, whereas adhbuc ſub judice lis ſit, whether the Engagers 
for their X / N' G, or theſe for the Common Enemy, may, yea 
and juſtly ſhould be holden and accounted crue and reall Ma- 
lignants> Why I ſay theſe were admitted, ad omnia interior. 


ſaera, ad us$:v to the participation of the ſacred Sym- 
 bols inthe Sacrament, and yer denied admiſſion into the boſom 

| of an erm, alleadged raifed for the good of the wholl kings 

dome in common, wherein they have their juſt intereſt? is 

there greater Religion to be ſhewed here in This, then in thar 

| Other? May it not juſtly fear me, That as [erobos made religion 
ſubſervient to his by-exds, whereas hee made the ewo golden 
Calves, and ſet the one in Day, and the other in Bethel, yea, & 
7 | - ' made 


f 
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mace a Temple, where Altays were built for /dolatry, Or an 
houſe of high places, and made Priefls of the loweſt of the People 
( wich our pious and zealous Reformers to day ) Which were not 
of ine ſous of Levi, pretending one thing, The Eaſe of the people: 
bat intending another, To keepe the hearts of the People, that 
they ſhould not turne back againe unto their Lord, even to Kehaboam 
King of fndah, I. King. 12. Thatic did ſo goand fare with t.E 
here, that they made Kelegion but tributary and ſubſervient to 
tneir OWN by-exds : for may it not now clearely be ſeen; That 
their Pretenſes or pretexts, and their Reall intentions bave never 
reciprocated and retro-commeated ? That returned Anſwere 
of Uriab to David, bidding him go downe to his houſe, 1Il,.Sam. 11. 
Whereas the eArk. and Iſrael and ludah were ſojourning in tents : 
and his Lord Toab, and the ſervants of his Lord were ercamped 1n 0- 


pen fields, that it was not time to him to 00 aoywn to his houſe, may 


prove much uſetull and ſubſervient to the Parpeſe in hands; 
for was it time, I pray you, for ary Sabjefts promiſcuoully , 
when KING and Kingdome, PRINCE and Sabje, all ftocd 
in danger,acomon Ezemy infeiting the Land,to fic the (harge, 
nat an{were the Cail, or for any ro withdraw or wich-hold 
their 4ide and aſfiſtance in ſo preſſing an exigence, or yet forthe 


 Miniſtery co open their mouths ſo wide 2gainit a preſent,ſone- 


cetlarie 6c jait expedirion? I could be eaſily & no lefle juſtly ad- 
duced & induced to believe bere,That ſals popals, ſhould have 
ſtood ſuprema lex. But Duod dolendum, juxta ac pudendum. z 
our violent Reformers have overturned all; They bave brogghr 
on our ſtage all new Rxles for ordering of things, Novars re- 
gulam Credendi, novam factendi , novam precauar, whereas the 
Lord forbids us, To take His Name in vaine. How many bave 
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Fndgements;, Have they not profeſſed Ky in the perſon of 
their Characterized ones, to ſtand but a Perſonal infirmitic, 
for extenuation Of that haynous fin in men of their (tampe ? 
Have they not pleaded for Mnther & forthe Murtherers vindi- 
cation & abſolution, in the perſon of ſore rightly affected ro 
their Worke in hand? Have they not taughr diſobedience to Ci» 
vil Powers, yea, and ſeverly puniſhed others for teaching Obe- 
dience, as their Doftrine by them formerly condemned of «n- 
ſoundxeſſe, upon after recognition declarcd ſoxnd and orthodox, 
can make faich > How many have they enforced to beare falſe 
wirneſſe againlt themſelves, by the acknowledging parforce of 
the equity of their moſt unjuſt ſentences, which is no leſle ſin- 
fall then to beare the ſame againſt their Neighbour > How 
have they not onely overſeene, but belides a Toleration, patro- 
nized wncleanneſſe in the perſon of their ſealed ones ? Namerd, 
throughout all, contrarie to Tertallians preſcript, That Fides 
nou eſtimanada ex perſonis, ſed perſong ex fide, They paſſed theic 
conſtructions upon men their att;ngs of whatſomever kinde,as 
they did favour or disfayour the Actours, Non Abel & donis, ob 
Abelem dona placebant-; As to theRuLe of Faith, Their Cove- 
nant. is made the ſole AurthentikeRuLE. As to the RuLe of 
Prayer, they not onely caſhiered that patern of Prayer preſcri= 
bed by Chriſt, but blaſphemouſly craduced it under the name 
of a Nocent Ceremony, and conſtrudted of the bare conceivin g 


of it, at any publick ſeryice, a Note of Malignancy, ©#g hos 
dementia cepit. 


EXCEPTIONS or OBIECTIONS. 


meete here with three maine Exceptions taken againſt this 
Trwcth, though ſo clearely evidenced and folly vindicated 
and aflerted, or Objetttons builded upon weak and infirme 


Topicks, whereby they go about to infirme and weaken this 
Truth. 


The Firſt is, from that Faf# and Example of Amaziah, ſepa- 


rating from his Army, Th: howundreth thouſand valiant men of 
Iſrael, who came to him out of Ephraim, Il, Chron. 25, 


The Seconds, from Giarons purging of his Army Iudg. 7. 
= | The 


4 


ration, (traitly inbibiting and diſcharging him, to let the Ar- 


go” Yindication of Epiſcapacy. 


The Third is, That thus All former Principles ſo fairlie and 
firmely laid, are hereby quite inverted, changed and overturned, 


To overrune theſe {alemo currente, By a running pen. 


IT. To the Firſt, NVihil hic Prefidii, There is no belp from 
this 1ſowntaine : for did not Amaziah make a promiſcuous 
Choyce and wſe of all choſe, that were able ro beare Armes, 
handle fþeare and ſhield, to go forth to warre, without making 
any ditterence 7 Now whodare prove ſo impudent as to averr, 
That in ſuch a numerous Army, there was no mixture of good 
and bad, or to ſpeake by accommodation, of Covenanter and 
Anti- Coyenanter, as wee learne now to ſpeak ? 

2. Amaziah (tood Here inſtructed with an exprefſe Warrart 
from che Man of GOD, for his inſtituted Purgation and ſepa« 


my of Iſracl go with him, becauſe the Lord was not with them, 11. 
Chron. 25.7, Now inſtruct the like Warrant for this your in- 
{tituted Pargation, and ſo yee ſhall juttifie and warrant your 


Prafliſe. I beleeve, That this ſort of economy is now ceaſed, 
God doeth not ſo ſpeaketo us now in theſe laſt dayes, Heb.1.2, 


3. The bundreth thouſand men of Iſrael, who were ſepara« 
ted, were men hired out of the ten Tribes, who bad made a 
former revolt both from GOD and their King : But theſe 
men whom they would have purged out of their Army, were 
men fearirg God and their King, or as Peter ſpeaketh, Fearing 
God and honouring their King, and ſo hic magnum xaos: 
pa, labes, lacuna, disfidium, There is a great diſtance 
here. IT were to be wiſthed, that ſome Armies with them had 
not almoſt altogether conſiſted of open or masked Rebells, 

4. IT isnor ſafe argumenting from an /dolatrous King, to a 
Chriſtiat- : for this Amaziah ( whereas he ſhould have given 
Praiſe to God tor his viffory ) he fell foullie away to 1delatry, 
for hee brought the goas of the Children of Seir, and ſet them up 
to be his gods, and worſhiped them , and barued incenſe ts them, 
ibid. verſ. 14. Nay, anda great many of his own ſubjc&s, who 
he had promiſcuouſly admitted, ſacrificed &* burned incenſe in 
the high places, IL King, 14.4, 


5. From 
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q*From a Contre-mand, to aflociat with [dolaters and Fore 
raigners,to a Poſitive Command, to ſeclude and exclude Fellow. 
ſubjefts and Profefſours. The (onſequence ſtands tnconſequent, 
Thus this trong Hold being diſmatled, Ad quod ſe reciprent dis 
perticulumy, To what ftarting hole can they betake them now? 


Tothe Second. GIDEONS Purgatione 


I. Certes, Me thinks, This is no lefle impertinently allead- 
gcd for the juſtification of a called for Pargation of our Army: 


tor be hadan immediat and exprefſe Warrant from God, to 
 qualifie and juſtifie that his Purgation-. 


2, This his Pargatios was inſtituted ard made upon a farre 


different reſpect, Left Iſrael ſhenld have vaunuted themſelves 4 
gaini? the Lord, aud ſaid, That their own hand bad ſaved them, as 
the Texr bears. LS 


' 3. GOD commanded this Purgation for a ſpeciall End, to 


prove Himſelf To be the Loyd of Hoſts, Who ſaveth not by ſword or 
bow, fþeare or ſhield: bat can ſave by few, as by many; Now Deus 
non ſibi, ſed nobis ponit, fert legems. O00 
4; The Lord gave GIDEON a ſigne,wherby hs might know 
'and diſcerne theſe whom rhe Lord would have.to go with 
| him, ſciz. The lapping of the water, And this forthe confirma- 
Er EE... 
5. TheLordaſſuredchemby,a Dreame, andthe interpreta- 
tion thereof, of the iftery by; few : Now I believe, That the 
Lord dealr not ſo wich the Army of oor Water-leppers, Omnia 
he bic deſiderabantar, all theſe were bere wanting : and ſo the 
Event comproved That God was not with them, and that their in- 
| Ges purgation of Armies, ſtood nnwarrantable and unju- 


To'the Third. The Change & Alteration of Principlec. 


+2 Hers the Weſt-land and North-land Doyarifts in common 
make bold to arceſle 


Dake our Repreſentive Chorch of Defetivow 
and Apoſtſe a ns: 
- I. I would learne of theſe Seraphick 8 enlightned Dofowrss 


What ſort of Principle this can be called and accounted, To 
deny Fellow: ſubjeft; this liberty in common, to fight pro Patride 
"TE wa 


32 Vindication of Epiſcopacy, 
pro arit et focis, for KING, Countrey, Religion, Lives, Liberties, 
' Fortunes in ſuch an Exigency of ſo neeſlarie and preſſing a De- 


fence _—_ a Common Enemy, infeſting the whole Kingdowe, 


and ſecking the overthrow, & ſubverſion or ſupplantation of all ? 
If chis be a Principlc of divine irrefragable and immurable ye- 
rity and Awthority, or of humane Policy, [nſtitution 8 Inventions 
ſee onely on foot by man, for his own finiſter and By-ends, as 
2 meane molt powerfull to keep the ſword and all Power clſe 
in cheir owne hands, as they ſcrupled noc openly to profeſle 
their feare here of che ſame danger from others; In a word, 
Leſt chey ſhould be cryed downe, 8 others up to ſpeak hom- 
lie. Certes, This was a deep Policy from the very forge of hell, 
ro diveſt the KING of His juſt Powey, which they call the 
chief place of Truſt, toſtirre up the one part of His ſ#bjefs, 
and that not a litcle conſiderable, to a juſt jeeloyfie, if not 0+ 
'pen Rebellion, and ſo denude Him of their juſt and due «yde & 
#ſſiſtaxce : and ſo to expoſe Him to thewercy, rather [aehic 
of a moſt dangerous Enemy .infeſting Him 8& the whole King- 
dome in common, Numero, to redact His e I onarchie, into 
an Ariftocracy or Oligarchy, nay, into a Democracy and popolar 
Confuſior * for Virtus quo nnitior, co fortior; and ub1 fingli puge 
want, ſinguli vincuntar; Fattions make frations, and theſe are 
the cercaine forrunners of an unavoidable after (oufufiow. I 
beleeve, That I have found out Laban gods for all Rachel her 
Catminj, and cloſe fitting on them, and labouring to hide the 
from'our fighe. ee 

| 2. Yee dowellto call this a Prixciple: for Principia preſu- 
wends, now probands, as they ſpeak in Schooles : Thus it is ſafeſt 
to preſame this for a Principle: for ſure I am, That ye ſhall ne- 
ver prove able, to prove and inſtruct it by any.demenſtiative 
Proofe, Note or Mark, as is cleare and evident out of rhe Pres. 
awfes, And ſo the Philoſophy which they kiche and bewray 
here, is oncly depredatrix, a pop ling or robng Philoſophy, fos 
through che deceit therof, wich the lietle, but pernicious :&;l0 
they have, they have done what in them lay, to have carryed 
away a faire pole and goodie boory, By their vaine oboe 
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and elements of the World, and not of Chrift, Coll. 2. 8. Nay, and 
overturned both State and Chnrch, and brovght all under deſo- 
lation. 

3. If wee ſhall be pleaſed to conſtrue of things and meaſore 
them ab events, What better ſuccefſe had that Weſtland Army, 
which confiſted to their judgement of meere Water-leppers ? 
Was God found to have been with that Army ? 

4. Whar —_— to ſtand upon this, to change and alter 
ſach a Principle, fince you dared to make bold co invert Prin. 
ciples of a farre higher nature ? For of old Eceleſiaſticell Conftie 
r«tions (tood not obligatory in foro exterxo, till the Magiſtrate 


ſhould have interponed 73 xvyes, or his Sexton, and fo 
theſe were confirmed in Parliaments: but now the Chaſe is 
curned, the ceſe quite altered; By your EccleſiaFticall Conftitu- 
2595, you made bold to confrme or. infirme Parliaments, war- 
like Engagements, and what not? Did yee not thus tranſcend 
your ſphzre, and out-repaſle your Line, Non ſic fuit 4b initio, 
5. Did not your Weſtland DonariFs proteſting againſt their 
KING His bare ſicting with them in (oxncel, ler be preſiding, 
Whoſe proper right it is preeſſe externo Regimins, to moderate 
the externall government of the Church, invert a Principle of 
a higher natare ? Diſiant bac duo, Poteitas Ecclefpaltica propric 
fic difta, et poteſtas circa res ecoleſiaſtices verſans, The Civil Me 
giſtrat, ſtands ry ad extra, as CONS TAN T INE the 
great termed Himſelf, as the 2iniftery ſtand Epiſcops ad intra. 
6. Let me poſe you, If fevilarie parts be nat of the ſame te- 
gure and natare, and ſo what caſe bath behapnedor befallen 
the Charch, in changing and altering theſe her firſt Prixciples, 
might not have befallen her at the firſt ſubſterning rhem for 
Principles? What I pray you could have priviledged your 
Church from Errability or fallability at the firſt more then 
now? I wiſh from mine heart, ſhe had never made farther 
nor fouler defeftion, Re nl 
7. Is itnot agreed upon amongſt all ſound Diviner, That c- 
ven the ſentences or decrees of &camenicall Councels ſtood not ob- 
ligagoric, proper _——— pronnntiantits. ſed propter verita« 
| 4 3516 
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tem, 4/pitatem davagow, pondus ſententie, becauſe of the 
Authority of the Pronouncer, but tor the Fructh, Equity and 
Weygbt of the fenteuce? Hitherto maks that diffÞute ewixt S, 
Anguftine and Haximinus an Arrim; where both coundly ac- 
knowledged, That the Authority of Councels is nor binding. 
Is iv not a received Maxzme atnonglt the Luriſts, Sententia le- 
gibus contraria, ipfo jure eft unlla ? 

8. I beleeve, Thar the Change and alteration of all Prix- 
e&iples formerly holden, cannor in fafe conſtruQtion bee ac- 
counted Apoſtaſie; Turned Paul an Apoftate, whereas of a 
ftrict Phariſee, he turnedan Apoſtle? or S, Augnuſiize, where- 
as he left off tobe a Manichaan, or when he had his Retrafta- 
#10n5 * Moſes was learued iwall the wiſdome of the Egyptians, Act. 
7: 22,now did healwayes bold faft all their Principles ? 

9, Doeth notthe Apoitleeven command a certaine Apoſta+ 
feby an Aremra was ar) aomiag, Let every one de- 
part or apoſtate from iniquity, Would ro God there wer more: 
£ ſach Apetares. Now ſuchis this, if it may be called A4ps- 

aſe. ITN os 

IO. nod tranſcendit omne mirumy, How have theſe rigide 8& 
fo ſtrict Obſervers of Principles, ſo deeply forgotten themſel- 
ves, that almoſt they have recro-graded and troden under foor 
the greateſt part of all their prior principles ? Feare here ſtands 
the Law of time. eo ep its 
11, I pray you, did you not invert and quite: overtorne a 
Principle of a farbigher nature and deeper Concernwent, wher= 
as in your ſo much cryed up Covenant, as of a divine frame, 
you limited your obedience due to your K I N G, in the preferva= 
gion of ReligionÞ, whereas in the Confesfion of Faith homologa- 
ted by both the Nations, you ſtick not roundly to confeſle &c 
acknowledge, that neither /nfidelity nor difference in Religion 
maks voidethe Afagpiſtrats juſt andlegall Azthority, nor doeth 
free the people from their due obedience > Mendax oportet fit ſua 
ſemper memory. O ! What an Acataſtaſie and Confufion would 
this bring in Kingdoms, where Sxbjefts and Prince ftand of 
contrarie profeſſions? I was taught that eyery. one ſhould live 
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peaceably, under the laws of the Lord of the Territory , 
wherein he liveth. $2 
12, Do yee not ſabſterne and lay this as a firme principle, & 
of endoubred divine Anthoruy, the abjuration of-the Articles 
of Px& TH ? Now I would poſe you, If Chriſt preſcribed any 
certaive geſiare to be obſerved at the perception of the Excha- 
7iſt; Nay, or if he ofed the geſture of ſicting Himſelf, wherein 
they place ſo great Religion? If this particular geſture ſtand 
inftitats Or precepts divini, how ſhould they not condemne the 
French-Charch who adminiſter ir in travſita, or en paſſant, and 
ſo arcefle her of Apoſtaſie : for what is preceptory, is to all cÞ» 
ligatory > I pray you, Is the different eſtimation of dayes, a 
riuciple of divine, OT and immotable verity ? I be- 
lavea , befides that both in the Jewiſh & Chriftian-Church ſore 
Dayes have been had in greater yeneration, That the Apoi7le 
willeth eyery cne anent his diff-rent eſtimation of them Rem. 
14. to labour for a pleroforie or fulneſſe of aſlurance for his a- 
Qing hereanent, Let each of theſe, him who eſicemeth one day 4« 
. bove another, & him who puts uo difference here, but eſteemeth e- 
very day a-like, do it tothe Lord, and all ſhall go right, The king- 
dome of God ftanas not in meat & drinks ( where omnia congener 
are to be underſtood ) but in righteouſueſſe, and peace, and jo) its 
the Holy Ghoſt, alace whereas they have ſo buſily and painful- 
lie gone about to bring in a Reformation, in Circumantials 
or matters of a midle yatzre or indifferency, they have inverted 


and overturned many ſubſtantials, NAY 5 Lyuxarknt et laxarnnt 
{ompagem ntriuſq; Tabuls. 


13, What needed you to ſcruple much here, anent the chige 


and alteration of chis Principle, Anent the qualification of men 
to be receivedinto the boſome of an Army, wheras you made 
no conſcience to invert & ovetturne a Principle of far higher 
Nature and greater Concernment, viz. That having ſworne in 
Covenant to maintaine the KINGS juſt Greatnes, (where under 
this word, j«ſf, experience bath proven many hid pieces of diſ- 
bonefty to have lyen lurking) 8 Authority, you ſurrendred Him 
inco the hands of His Enemies ? IT cannot bat wonder me. you 


E ; | ſhould 
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ought no leſle heedily ro look, Cai, then quid juraverimus 
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Vindication of E prſcopacy, 
thovld ſtraine a Gnate, having ſwallowed a «mel; Was this to 


make conſcience of that ſacred oath tendred by you to main- 
caine His Sacred Perſon and juſt Greatnefſe? In an Oath we 


as the ſchoolmen teach ns, whoſe Name is interponed, the ſa- 
cred Name of God, Whom-wnto rather, then where-anto. As 
David reported well to Abrer, I. Sam. 26.15. with no leſſe juſt 
matter may I here to you. Were not ye onely men of known 
Sntegrity, the {baraftarized Ones, and none like you in all the 


kingdome, for Loyalty, valour, 8: gallantry, wherfore did not 


you Keep better your LORD, the KIN G, wheras a comon 
Enemy was ſecking His overthrow & of this whole kingdom? 
Alace, wheras formerly we were accounted men of unitained 
and ontainted Loyalty, yea and of no ſmall yaloxr & proveſſes 
thronghobt all Nations, as that we were admitted & received 
by forraign Kings, to ſtand their Guardians or guard du Corps, 
as they ſpeak; Now with Rewben we bave fallen tro ovr dignity» 
and loſſed onr excelleycy, and moſt juſtly incurred the ſtaine 8 
note of Infamy at home (in that we tendred not morethe pre- 
ſervation & ſafety of our KING ) ro our everlaſting diffamation 
and neverdying reproach; /oquerar poſterizas, wheras you fond- 
ly pretexe for your juſtification, that they keeped not Coperart 
here with you or Capitsletion-; This will not cover your na- 
kednes, but your heels ſhall be found bare: for N ox faciendum 
malum, it eyeniat bonxws, we mult not do evill, that good may 
come of it; far lefſe, for an uncertaine aftey- good, commit a 
certain preſent ev;/l, Is not our whole duty we owe our KING, 
borne upon us by Negatives > Now as the Schoolmen teach us 
here, Negative precepts or Comands bind and obliege as ad ſem- 
per, 10 pro ſemper, as to all times, ſo for all times, Nay, 8 doth 


not the Scripare bind up the whole man and the whole of man 


here, totnm hominem, ct totum hominis, tongue, hand & thought,(0 


that albeit cog1tationis panam nemo patiatir in foro ſoli, in foro po= 


pol: it goeth not unpuniſhed, ſo that it is not ſafe for us to cxrſe 
the King, no not in our thought Eccl. 10, 20. andit is worthy our 
beſt and narroweſt remark, who ſhall ſtand che diſcopers or re- 

mY TORE PEO AN0s SO PR?" &F il 
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yealers hereof, for bird of the ayre ſhall carry the voice, and that 
which hath wings ſhall tell the matter. May not this trick us with 


feare & terroar, coprove deficient in our bonden dty co our 


Sacred and dread SOVERAIGN? As we reply to Papiſis go= 
ing aboar to juſtifi2 cheir [dolatry, averring that they ſet up T- 
mag%s, non adcultum, ſed ad uſum hiftoricum; That it is better 
and ſafer lepidem offexdiculs e via conſulari tollere, quam ponere, 
with whacſomever {'«#tions or Cayeats over the head of it: fo 


may I here; IT had proven better & ſafer, to have keeped our 


LORD the KING and capitulated wich them, then upon the 
ſarrendering of Him into their hands, to truſt to their after- 
Capitulation. Do not your eMinifery diſcover both your & 
cheir own Skires, whereas from Chayre chey make bold to atteſt 
God, how evill yee ſtand acquitted for your Loyaltie and good 
ſervice done them, which hath proven diſoalticand bad ſer- 
vice © your Supreame LORD of Heaven, and His Deputy 
upon earth. pe 

IT is a received Max1Mn; 20d quis per alium facit, boe per 
ſe merite facere videtar, yea, & there is another co che ſame pur- 


pole, Dxod quis von vetat, ci poteſt, quod yetare tenetar, i jubct. 
Thus I ſee not how you can (tand free of the crying bloud-guile 


of your Sacred SOVERAIGN. Donor, I pray you, S. Ambroſe 


yea, and Gregory too, averre; Now carere ſcrupulo ſocietatis oc= 
culto, ubi quis manifeiFo ſceleri deſinit obyiere. | dare be bold ta 
averre, Thar unſoundnes of Dottrine hath done noleſſe harm, 
then the Sword of Perſecation- throughout the whole buſſines: 


As is recorded of Axarus Hereſie, That it did more hure to: 


.the Church of God, then the ten bloudie Porſecutions. It fears 
me, That it may be cruely ſaid of our Chacch, for all che cryed 
up gloric of this great and glorious work of Reformation, Thas 
ber works are not to be found perfett before God, as is ſaid of the 
Church of Sardis, Revel. 3. 2. Nay, end that Chrift bath not 4 
few things againſt her, as is ſaid of the Charch of Pergamus. 
Revel. 2. 12, 

14, I cannot underſtand upon what warrantable groune this 


can be goodly called a Principle, To deny fellow-ſ#b; 


ties 


efts libers 
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Vindication of Epiſcopacy, 
tie, to fight pro patria, pro aris et focis, for KING, and King- 
dome, whereas Wiſe Solomon determines quite to the contra- 
rie: for he ſhews that 1» the multitude of people lands or conſiſts 
the Kings bonoar, as 0n the other hand, 11 this defett or want Hts 
deſtruttion, Prov, 14- 28. The trath and ſmart whereof, wee 
have found by ſad and dolefull experience. For (loſure, Let 


me recommend both to State and Charch, throughoat this 
kingdome, Mordicai bis healchfull advice to queene Efther: 


For if thou altogether holdeſt thy peace at this time, then ſhall there 


Exlargement and deliverance ariſe to the Fews from another place, 


but thok and thy fathers honſe ſhall be deflroyed, Efther 4. 14, $0 


accomodate ad ſubjefiam., by accomodation to the: ſubjeft or 
purpoſe in hand; IF you ſhall prove deficient and wanting ca 
repreſſe, yea and redrefle all formerly Difarders both in Stare, , 
and Church, and carefully repaire bygone ſlipps & miſgivings, 

theſe ſhall prove but the bare and naked beginnings of greater 

After ſorrows and Calamities, and God ſhall nor faile or prove 
wanting, to foreſee and provide, for the gocd and well of His 
own Zn. As on the other hand, Queen £Fhey her practiſe in 
undertaking the ſ#te, by taking berlife, asir were, in ber had; 
If I periſh, I periſh, to your imitation; That ſo diſteſpeRing, 
as it were, the quality of whatſoever oppoſers, and laying afide 
all Panik-fears, you would endevour to break thorow all con- 
rrary Letts and thwarting obſtacles: & make the peace of State 
and Charch your chiefeſt joy & aime; and that ſoaccording to 
Chriſts preſcription, you wonld at laſt, Render to Ceſar, the 
things that be Ceſars, as to God, the things that are Gods. Nay, 6C 
I would with from mine heart, That as you have commirteds 
by following Achitophelian connſell, a tranſcendent, exorbi- 
cant and anparelleled Trayſpreſſion, by ſurrendering up of your 


KING into the hands of His cruell & bloudie Enemies, yea; GC 


whereas Hee came of His own accord under your wings to 
truſt, whereby you have done what in you lay, to precide and 


cut off all juſt hopes of all after Reconciliation. So now follow» 
ing the example of the Aramirs, you would in all ſubme{ton and 
$ut of a deep reſentment of guilt and ſorrow, Ray and preſent 


| your 


4nd the nick-named unlawfull Engagemest; 39 
your ſelves to His Son, your Sacred and dread now SOVE< 
RAIGN,with rops about your necks, relying on His Mercieful« 
nes, & you inighrt yet expect ſome tavourable aſpetts & reſpetts : be 
for, NOBILIS EST IRA LEONIS, parcere ſubjetis et den - 
be!lsre ſuperbos;, And fare Lamy That He will account it His 
no lefſe glory, to ſucceed His Royall FATHER of Bleſſed 
and nevsr dying Memory, Who lived a SA/MNT, and dyed 


a MARTTRE, in, and to His moft rare and commendablg 
Chriftian Yerrues, then in, and ro His Crownes. | 


Printed by James Brown, APRIL, 1661: 
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